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Let’s do it




Let’s do it creatively … for the benefit of Adult Learners 
Project Number: GR2009-05C


A CASE STUDY
Radio school
Monesterio is a village in the South of Extremadura, Spain. It is next to the A66 motorway, which follows the ancient Roman causeway called “The Silver Way” (Vía de la Plata), far from any big town.

It is quite small; only 4500 people live there. But something in that village caught our attention and drove us to think it was interesting enough to be presented as a Case Study by the “Let's Do It” project. It is the radio station created by the primary school “El LLano”, which has turned 25 this year. 

In April 1986 the school set up an innovation project called “Taller de Radio” (Radio Workshop) with the intention of bringing the radio to the school. It had always been the school the one that had to go to the radio; and it was only possible in urban areas; in rural areas it was impossible even to think about the radio.

The experience proved to be really fruitful. The teaching methods had to be adapted to the new tool, which after all those years has become the hallmark of the school.

The aims of the project were, in one hand to draw students' interaction within the learning process, and also to reach to the extended educational community, included the parents and the surrounding society.

The implementation of the project faced many problems. The first one was the money. The self-imposed ban on advertising forced the school to look for resources somewhere else. Their meagre budget prevented to detract any money from it to fund the radio.

They had to look for many different sources to get the radio station working. The Local Council of Monesterio devoted some consignments to the school's project. The promoters drafted projects to be submitted to different institutions, to ask for their funding. They were successful mainly with the General Secretariat of the Presidency, and with the Department of Education of the Junta de Extremadura (the regional Government)

Those resources made it possible to take the project forward, providing the station with sufficient technical means. Thus they were able to keep their broadcasting up to regulations, and to maintain quality standards as a priority.

Together  with the actual setting of the station came an ambitious educational program which, event today, makes it possible for all students, from kindergarten to sixth grade, to approach the radio daily. Within the magazine format program called “Aula Abierta” (Open Classroom) they provide news, adaptations of literary works, tales, verse, music, entertainment... There are also programs devoted to Language, Nature and other school subjects. Finally, there are “Special Programs”which usually take the format of an interview. Those programs have allowed students from the school to interview literary icons such as Rafael Alberti, Antonio Gala or the Novel Price winner Camilo José Cela. Also they got the former Spanish president Felipe Gonzalez, and the then President of Extremadura Juan Carlos Rodríguez Ibarra. In the sport's field , Miguel Indurain, five times winner of the Tour de France, and football players like Paco Buyo, Spanish team goalkeeper or Emilio Butragueño, a star in the Real Madrid, were interviewed at some time by the students for the school radio.

The stated aims for the project are to integrate the different areas of the school curriculum through the radio, to encourage cooperative work, both, for students and staff, to create channels for the students  to express their views and to link the school to the community where it belongs.

There are many key competences involved in the functioning of the project. Firstly, Communication. Then Digital Competence, necessary to use the technical equipment in the broadcasting. Also, Learning to Learn and Interpersonal, Inter-cultural and Social Competence, vital in team work.

This year they commemorates the 25th anniversary of the school radio increasing the broadcasting time, addressing the school subjects in a higher proportion and producing some more “special programs”

Mr. Miguel Muñoz, responsible of “Radio Escuela Monesterio” for its twenty-five years, is happy because students learned having fun and teachers got the feeling that creativity is rewarding and the extra effort needed to implement it, certainly pays back.

Cáceres April 2011.
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